Summary of Michigan State Law Regarding Tobacco Sales and Minors

Minimum Age

Customers must be 18 years or older to purchase tobacco
products.

Restricted Products

Cigarettes, cigars, chewing tobacco, tobacco snuff, or tobacco
in any other form.

Acceptable Forms of
Identification

An official Michigan operator's or chauffeur's license, an official
Michigan personal identification card, or any other bona fide
picture identification which establishes the identity and age of
the person.

Fine / Penalty Schedule
for Selling to Minors

In addition to court costs and attorney fees, violators will be
fined up to $50 per offense and are guilty of a misdemeanor.

If your store also sells alcohol, violations of the Youth Tobacco
Act can lead to notification of the Liquor Control Commission
with additional fines and possible loss of your liquor license.

Sign Requirement

Retailers are required to post a sign near the point of sale, that
is conspicuous to employees and customers, which states:

The purchase of tobacco
products by a minor under
18 years of age and the provision

of tobacco products to a minor
are pronibited by law. A minor
uniawtully purchasing or using

tobacco products IS subject

to criminal penalties.
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If the sign is posted within six feet of point of sale and is
conspicuous to both employees and customers, it must be
2 X 4 inches with 20-point boldface type.

If the sign is posted more than six feet from point of sale, it
must be 5-1/2 x 8-1/2 inches with 36-point boldface type.

Copies of the signs are available from the MI Department of Public Health.

Compliance Checks

As a condition of receiving federal substance abuse block grant
funds, federal law requires the State of Michigan to conduct
random, unannounced inspections of tobacco outlets to
determine compliance rates. The MI Department of Public
Health coordinates the inspections.

Visual Characteristics
of a State-Issued
License

Newer minor license is vertical. “Under 18 Until 00-00-0000" &
“Under 21 Until 00-00-0000" in red block above the photo. Date
of birth overlaps the ghosted image.
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KNOW?

signs, like the one
displayed below, do not

meet state sign
requirements and cannot
be used as a substitute
for state law mandated
signs!
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DISCLAIMER: This information summary is provided as a service of the Coalition for Responsible Tobacco Retailing (www.wecard.org), but is not intended to provide legal
advice or analysis. These summaries are not intended to be complete representations of state law, which may contain additional rules and restrictions relating to tobacco products
not mentioned in this summary, as well as retailing prohibitions related to matters including, but not limited to, state required training, minimum pack size, the sale of loose cigarettes
and other restrictions. Retailers should not rely on these summaries as complete or accurate descriptions of applicable federal, state or local law. Users with questions about the law
should seek the advice of counsel. Each state law is unique and possibly represents multiple legislative or regulatory acts. Local laws may differ. Check with local authorities for
variations from state law. These summaries are not intended to be complete representations of state law.



